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SECOND ANNCAI, REPORT OK THE CHURCH ANTI- 
SLAVERY SOCIETY, 

Presented at Boston, Mat 28th, 1861. 

In presenting their Second Annual Report to the Church 
Anti-Slavery Society, the Executive Committee cannot 
withhold an expression of regret. While Divine Provi¬ 
dence has been moving in so signal a manner, toward the 
overthrow of slavery, it is to be deeply regretted that tho 
professed Churches of Christ and tho Ministry thereof 
should not have seen it to be their part to cooperate effi¬ 
ciently with those majestic movements, and to furnish your 
Committee with the means to have carried on, in the name 
of the Church, a more effective moral warfare with Slavery. 

With a reasonable outlay, (he Socioty might have been 
made a Power, dreaded and felt by the abettors of Slavery, 
North and South, whether in Church or State, in tho field 
of politics or religion. But without pecuniary resources, 
our work has been mainly that of expressing and procur¬ 
ing the testimony of the people of God, against tho essen¬ 
tially sinful practice of slaveholdiug. 

And with the moans at commaud, your Committee think 
they have done their utmost to carry out the purposes of 
tho Society, in the way of Christian protest, in the name of 
God, and of Christianity, against the longer tolerance in 
the Church of a sin abhorred of God, and hateful to men, 
just so far as they are free from participation in it. 

In prosecution of this specific work of testimony and pro¬ 
test against the prevalent siu of our land, there have been 
held, through the agency of vour Secretary, twelve public 
meetings at different points, >it which Addresses have been 
made, and Resolutions adopted, affirming the principles of 
tho Society, and the duty of the Churches toward Slave¬ 
holding. 

In the use of that important agency in our moral war¬ 
fare, the religious and secular Press, the Secretary has 
furnished eighty articles to divers Newspapers, in elucida¬ 
tion of the principles, objects and acts of the Society. . lie 
has also addressed Ministerial Associations and Conferences 
in behalf of the Society, and has endeavored to procure 
their cooperation in the great work of rendering slavehold- 
ing infamous in the public eye, by putting it under the ban 
of ex-communication by tho Church. 

Your Committee would have gladly employed lecturers, 
and would -have published books and tracts to educate 
public opinion into abhorrence of slaveholding, satisfied ns 
they have been that all which was needed for the peaceful 
extinction of Slavery in our laud, was a thorough convic¬ 
tion of its inherent sinfulness inwrought with the mind and 
heart of the people. 

Your Committee have especially desired the means of 
sending by mail to every minister in the United States, a 
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copy, in paper cover, of the book entitled, “The Guilt of Sla. 
very and the Crirno of Slaveholding, Demonstrated from 
the Hebrew and Greek Scriptures.” And they are not 
witliOHt hope of being able to do this tho next year, con 
viticed as they are that it would be one of the roost effective 
means of impregnating and organising public opinion 
against slavery that could he adopted. 

A wide correspondence, has been maintained with Chris¬ 
tian Abolitionists all ovor tho land; and through the in¬ 
valuable medium of The Principia, a knowledge of our op¬ 
erations has been communicated to tho public both in this 
country and in Great Britain, and tho scattered friends of 
the Society havo been brought into sympathy. 

lu all these ways it has come to pass that while the visi¬ 
ble achievements of this infant Society have been small, its 
influence has been by no means inconsiderable, for the time 
in which it has been laying the foundations of future opera¬ 
tions. 

In reviewing the year, while your Committee have see 
much in the movements of Providence aud the imperial 
march of events, to warrant the belief that tho end of Sla¬ 
very is near, even at the doors, they have also seon, in tho 
indifference or hostility to our philanthropic object and 
method ovmeed by Ministerial Bodies, Benevolent Asso¬ 
ciations, Churches, and Religious Nowspapcrs, what has all 
along put them iu grave doubt as to whether there was to 
be a peaceable or violent solution to the problem of Amer¬ 
ican Slavery,—whether in other words, Christianity was to 
got at tho hearts of slaveholders, through the fidelity of 
Churches and Ministers, or whether, ns Dr. Guthrie of 
Edinburgh, has put it, the slaves were to get at tue 
throats of their masters, and take by force the liberty 
which they know to be their right. 

In tho year of grace from May 1860 to May 1861, when 
the infamous slave trade was revived aud exercised with a 
fearful activity and prevalence not known before for forty 
years, and when tho country was passing through a politi¬ 
cal campaign of which in the providence of God, tho only 
really vital question or living issue was slavery,—we have 
seen the various Ministerial Associations and Conferences 
of New England meet, pray, confer and indulge in the cus¬ 
tomary platitudes, hut make no pronunciation whatever 
upon Slavert or the slave-traije, uor do anything at 
all to bring the verdict of Christianity and the Oburch to 
bear against either of those foul abominations. 

In Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, 
Rhode Island, and Connecticut, the Congregational Ministry 
met iu their anuoal assemblies, and with the aggressions of 
slavery and the execrable slave-trade in full view, and the 
Church Anti-Slavery Society knocking at their door, and 
asking friendly recognition and concurrence in its specific 
work of putting the practice of slavebolding under the op¬ 
probrium of Church prohibition, as the scriptural way of 
abolishing slavery, they gave not the faintest token of sym¬ 
pathy with such a work; nor did they discuss the subject 
in any way, nor did they propose any method of their own 
to make the Christianity of the nation effectively felt 
against the national sin of oppression. 

In the Middle States we have seen the two General As¬ 
semblies of the Presbyterian Church, in the one case, (the 
Old School) dismiss a memorial for more definite legislation 
in regard to the growing practice in the Church of slave- 
holding, with the declaration that it sees no occasion for any 
further pronunciation on that subject. And, in the other 
case, we have seen the New School General Assembly, when 
urged by a Memorial from the Missionary Church of DaA>- 
ta, to instruct the Committee on Church-Extension to 
aid no church which tolerates slaveholders in its member¬ 
ship, refuse so to do, and pass the whole matter by with a vote 
of confidence “that the Church Extension Committee will 
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conscientiously discharge th-ir ilnty with mi enlightened re¬ 
gard to the promotion of righteousness and holiness in the 
Church and the world.' 1 

And tben we have seen ihc great Diocesan Convention of 
New-Y ork. when urged by the grand-son of the iliosirintm John 
Jay, to pronounce upon (he immorality ol the slave trade as 
carried on within its own ecclesiastic*'1 dominion, adjourn 
in confusion, and with its business all unfinished, rathor 
than bo brought to vote upon such a proposition. 

And wo have seen tho great American Board, at its jubi¬ 
lee gathering in the City of tho Pilgrims, not only suffer so 
legitimate an occasion to pass without its special reproba¬ 
tion of the African slave-trade, but even refuso to' enter¬ 
tain an orderly proposition for a special committee to con¬ 
sider and report at the next annual meeting, whether any 
further action were necessary on the part of tho Board, in 
connection with its African Missions, to vindicate the honor 
of Christianity so scandalized by the American revival of 
the execrable traffic in the bodies and souls of men. 

And later in the year, immediately upon the announce¬ 
ment of the Constitutional election of a President of tho 
United States, we havo seen Southern Divines of nil denom¬ 
inations, forthwith preaching secession in the interest of 
slavery, and publicly insisting* that (he South ought to 
secede, even at tho bayonet's point, because tho North 
would not agree to its being “a sacred providential trust 
committed by Almighty God to the South, to preserve and 
transmit our existing system of domestic servitude, with the 
right, unchallenged by man, to go and root itself wherever 
Providence and Nature may carry it." 

Aud wc have seen Northern Ministers teaching at the 
samo time, in the Presbyterian Pulpit, unrebuked by co- 
Presbyters, that “to assert that the idea of property in roan is 
an enormity and a crime, blasphemes the name of God and 
His doetrine."f 

And tbon the world saw with amazement, how, Slavery 
having been allowed to go on so long unrebuked in its mad¬ 
ness, except by a despised minority in the Ministry and 
Churches stigmatized as fanatics, and to usurp tho chief seats 
iu the synagogues of Church and State; when the howl was 
heard from ambitious politicians for a separate slavehold¬ 
ing Confederacy, and when Treason and Conspiracy rear¬ 
ed their shameless heads, and perpetrated their unparallel¬ 
ed robberies, and when the Country, paralyzed by the idi¬ 
otic gobble about coercion, was fast drifting into anarchy 
or revolution, the Church and the Ministry,—which should 
have been iu tho best sense conservative, and should have 
corrected popular errors and exesses—at once struck 
hands with the selfish oligarchy of slaveholders, and bapti¬ 
zed secession for slavery (the very basest of rebellions) in 
the name of God. 

And then we saw tho Northern Nestor of r e Presbyter¬ 
ian Church, aud the very Achilles of the Princetonian Theol¬ 
ogy, when he had, in th : honesty of his heart, put into his 
prominent Article in the Biblical Repertory on the Slate of 
the Country, these sentences, “The man who should advo¬ 
cate a dissolution of the Union would have been associated 
by his countrymen with Benedict Arnold, aud such, we 
doubt not, will be the position assigned by the judgment of 
posterity to the authors of dissolution, should that calamity 
befall us,”—we saw the grave author of these honest words 
iu deference to successful treasou ■,?), make haste to expunge 
thbm, and sent out his “article," by Pamphlet and New- 
York Observer, expurgated, lest it should seem to brand as 
traitors, with the well-earned infamy of Arnold, the Pres¬ 
byterian Divines aud Elders whose 'hand-writing appeared 
in the Ordinance of Secession, and who have themselves 
stood God-fatbers to the great Southern rebellion. 

* See sermons of Dr. Palmer and others 
t Bev. H. J. Van Dyke. 
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Forthwith we seemed to see, revealed that “decay of the 
spirit of liberty iu the Free States,” which William Pinck¬ 
ney of Maryland warned the whole country seventy years 
ago would be wrought by slavery, “unless it should be cir* 
cumscribed and suppressed.” Wo saw Circular letters is¬ 
sue from the clergy, and official communications from Pres¬ 
ident and Governors, at the beck of slavery, calling upon 
the Legislatures and people of the North, to “discharge 
their Constitutional obligations,” (meaning the surrender of 
fugitives from the hell of Southern Slavery) and make haste 
to repeal those personal liberty laws, which it had been 
found necessary to enact for the safety of the citizens. 

And then we heard the call to prayer for the Union, and 
the proclamation for what has been appropriately called 
“The Traitors-’ Fast,”—not that God would convince the na¬ 
tion of its guilt in the matter of slavery, and cause it to be 
put away, and thus the Divine judgments to be averted—but 
merely a fast for the permanence of the Union, accompani¬ 
ed with pledges to its enemies, that if the Union might but 
be preserved, we would eater into any agreement that 
might be proposed for the security of slavery where it al¬ 
ready existed. 

And we saw the Ministry and the Churches, not as with 
one consent taking occasion to shew the people their trans¬ 
gression, and the House of Israel its sin toward the oppres¬ 
sed race, which has been judicially declared to have no 
rights which white men were bound to respect. But we 
saw occasion taken, in instances not a few, to pour into the 
public ear, and afterward send, broadcast, through the 
press, the grossest misrepresentations of the “character and 
influence of abolitionism and abolitionists.” 

We heard one who in the Pulpit was foremost in the ut¬ 
terance of the falsehood that “all the prominent leaders of 
Abolitionism, outside of the Ministry, have bocome avowed 
infidels: and that all our notorious abolition preachers have 
renounced the great doctrines of grace as they are taught 
in the standards of the Reformed Churches,"—we heard 
him (Rev. Henry J. Van Dyke) say deliberately over his 
own name, “that unless the hostile legislation of the North¬ 
ern States is repealed, and the violent aud unchristian agi¬ 
tation of the slavery question put down, your State (Geor¬ 
gia) and all other Southern States ought to break loose 
from the Government that will not protect their rights, aud 
from a people who disregard the plainest obligations of con¬ 
sanguinity and brotherhood.” 

Meanwhile we saw the Religious press of the South, 
which might have been expected to stem the tide of Pro- 
Slavery fanaticism, or at least to raise a breakwater 
againt the violent flood of apostacy from the faith of the 
fathers, we saw that Press in orthodox quarters maintain¬ 
ing that “negro slavery is normal and right, that it was in¬ 
stituted by Divine authority at the creation of man, that ne¬ 
groes are not the children of Adam, their status by Creation 
being that of an inferior race, which God has made subject 
to the Adamic race, and so to continue throughout all their 
generations.” 

And by another portion of the Religious Press North, we 
have seen it declared and held that “none but a monomani¬ 
ac cau believe that either the Old or New Testament Serip- 
tures teach that the holding of slaves is sin,” and that “the 
nearer a man is to Calvinism, the further he is from aboli¬ 
tion.” 


And while we have heard Rev. Drs. Ross and Tbornwell, 
as representative Authorities, maintain on the part of the 
South, “that the relation between the master and the negro I 
slave is as right in the sight of God as the relation of hus¬ 
band and wife; that not a man can be found among us who 
believes tbat the traffic in slaves is immoral; and, that sla¬ 
very is inherently and divinely right,”—we have seen pul- ' 
pit and press at the North lay the blame of secession by : 
the South to the fanatical Northern opinion that slavekold- ; 
ing is itself a sin. 

And we have seen again, the Northern author of the 
South-side view of slavery, in a new work entitled, “The I 
Sable Cloud,” maintaining that “God ordains the subjection 1 
of one race to another, and makes bondage one of His or- j 
dinances as truly as warthat “the black race is under j 
the divine sentence of servitude and that “extension, (i. e. ; [ 
the extension of slavery,) may be one other way, in which I 
the purposes of God will manifest themselves with regard j 
to the colored race here,” 


And we have seen finally, an influential Religious Paper 
at the North—that had rendered valuable service before 
time in the Moral War with Slavery, and that is now deal¬ 
ing its blows heavy and hot at the dying monster,—we have 
seen that Paper in order to save an assumed principle of 
its ethics, tbat slavery is not malum in se, and to prevent 
the moral obloquy of mankind, and of the Churches from 
settling down upon slaveholding, and the slaveholder, re- 
dneed to the last shift of maintaining that the term slave¬ 
holding cannot be held as an invariable equivalent for hold¬ 
ing human beings as property, and that therefore, Blave- 
bolding is not inherently sinful, although the holding of 
human beings as property, is admitted to be “an immorali 
ty, the renunciation of which ought to be made a condition 
of membership in the Christian Church.’’ 

Simultaneously with the full development of the South, 
ern doctrine of the intrinsic righteousness of slavery, into a 
Southern Confederacy founded on what Mr. A. H. Ste¬ 
phens, its Vice-President, calls its corner-stone, viz; “the 
great physical, philosophical, and moral truth, that the ne¬ 
gro is not equal to the white man, and that slavery is his 
natural and normal condition,"—(by their own confession, 
“a daring innovation upon the social constitutions of the 
world")—we have seen an association, formed by promin¬ 
ent Evangelicals of the North, called “The American Socie¬ 
ty for promoting National Unity,” for the preparation and 
diffusion of tracts intended “to prove the justice and benefi¬ 
cence of African slavery,” and in contrariety to the popular 
declaration that all men are created equal, and entitled to 
liberty, to prove the natural inequality of men in respect to 
rights, and to show that “emancipation, wore it possible, 
would be rebellion against Providence, and destruction to 
the colored race in our land,” and, that to condemn and 
oppose slavery, therefore, as abolitionists do, is Jo counter¬ 
act the will of God, and to favor the progress of infidelity, 
free-love, and aggrarianiem. 

“It is by the pernicious error [say they,*] that all men 
are created equal, and endowed by their creator with 
certain inalienable rights, that men become infidel and 
radical in their schemes of reformation. Hence, their 
dreams of abolitionism, of woman’s rights, of free love, 
of spiritualism, of socialism, of aggrarianism, and of all 
similar visionary schemes, in which they lose sight of 
their own moral and essential duties, in their zeal to do 
what God has reserved for himself, and vainly think to in¬ 
augurate a millenium of bliss, by their imaginary reign of 
liberty and equality.” 

Those gentlemen, therefore, of the Society for Promoting 
National Unity, thus holding the friends of impartial liber¬ 
ty at the North, to haye become infidel and radical in their 
schemes of reformation, benevolently propose to bring us 
to the stool of repentance for our moral resistance to the 
extension of slavery, on the ground of the immortal ordi¬ 
nance of 1787. The yenr on which we now enter, will de¬ 
termine the success or failure of this kindly call to repent- 

Your Committee report, finally, that, as a result of the 
lessons taught the last year, by innumerable instances of 
brutality, violence and murder, perpetrated in the interest 
of slavery, upon Northern men, and Northern women, and 
not one of them as yet avenged,—and through the logical 
and conclusive reasonings in the Prineipia and elsewhere 
of the veteran advocate of a National Abolition of Slavery 
by the Constitution as it is, William Goodell,—and through 
the steru logic of events, stronger than all—and through 
the appalling demonstration which we are now having, of 
the fell spirit of slavery, in a desolating civil war,—thev 
find the conviction deepening among Christian people and 
true patriots, that there can be no protection from the out¬ 
rages of slavery, in a nation that permits slaveholding ; and 
that iu the National abatement-, therefore, of the nuisance 
of slaveholding, is the only safety for white men or black 
men in the United States. 

So long as insult and outrage upon the colored race, are j 
the prescriptive rights of the privileged order of American : 
slaveholders, and until the slaveholding caste itself be abol- ' 
isfied, so long we shall have to bear all that belongs to it i 
of insolence and injury. 

Mr. Goodell, very forcibly remarks “that the tolerance 
of a polecat in your cellar or garret, or kitchen, or bed- j 

* Programme of the Society for promoting National Unity. 


room, or parlor, is, of necessity, the tolerance there, of all 
that goes into the composition and definition of the animal. 
So of the porcupine, or the serpent. The toleration of ei. 
ther, is the toleration of what necessarily belongs to him 
whether it. be stench, piercing quills, venomous bite, sting, 
or what not. If you let them alone w here they exist, you 
must put up with the annoyance and inconvenience as best 
you may. So long as the people of America allow slave- 
holding in America, so long the people of America will re¬ 
main servile, and must make up their minds to be treated 
as they are, and have been, and will be, so long as slavery 
is tolerated,—that is, treated as inferiors—serfs, slaves! 
The only call for indignation or astonishment, is the fact 
that a free, civilized, and “Christian” peope should allow 
such a nuisance among them, or in their neighborhood! 
Onr indignation should therefore be directed against that 
religious teaching tbat denies the inherent sinfulness of 
slaveholding, a heresy that lies at the root of the political 
servility and degradation that defers to pro-slavery legisla¬ 
tion, ns to valid law, and limits the protecting powers of 
civil government accordingly.” 

Until then, the masses of the people shall be so far aboli- 
tionized or inflamed with indignation against slavery, [which 
God be praised the atrocities of slavery are fast bringing a- 
bout] as to make the national demand that the nuisance of 
slaveholdiug be abated, there will have to be disinterestedly 
done by abolitionists in this country, what Macaulay said 
has held true even in England, “that the rights of the many 
have generally been asserted against themselves, by the pa¬ 
triotism of the few.” May God grant tbat it shall not be 
long ere the patriotic few shall have become the migbty 
many of a vast nation, calling, under the pressure of a deep 
conviction, with a voice louder than the sound of many wa¬ 
ters, LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE. 

Then, and then only, will the hand of God be lifted from 
a humbled and repentant people, and by our world-wide ex¬ 
ample of suffering,—which the Churches of this land might, 
if they would, have averted—the Nations of the earth will 
have learned anew the fearful force of that solemn utter¬ 
ance of the old Roman Poet, y 

Vengeance divine, to punish sin, moves slow— 

The slower is its pace, the surer is its blow. 

Your Committee will lay before the Society aud its 
friends, at the Business Meeting in the Meionaon Hall, two 
P.M. such plans and suggestions for future operations as 
they deem of vital importance. But it must be readily ap¬ 
parent to every one, that the necessary underlying condition 
of any future operations at all, must be a supply of funds, 
to your Committee by the friends of our cause. 

In the Letter which was addressed to the Churchesnt the 
commencement of the year, a feasible method of obtaining 
an adequate support for the operations of the Society, was 
suggested, in the following recommendation, viz. 

j The Committee would especially recommend to you as a 
Church, the observance of a Quarterly or Monthly Concert 
of Prayer for the enslaved, at which a collection shall be 
taken for the Church Anti-Slavery Society.” 

But this recommendation reached but very few of the 
Churches, aud it has been adapted by still fewer, by reason 
of the indifference or hostility of the Pastors to whose care 
the letter was sent. Five hundred churches keeping such 
j a concert and contributing thereat, only five dollars a year, 
to our cause, would furnish your Committee with the 
j means of sustaining an active and devoted agency, the influ- 
1 ence of which would lie of great account in procuring what 
, we Have been organized, as a Society, to procure viz, the 
I arraining of the Churches of Christ in our laud, of every 
denomination, against Slavery, as the organic and towering 
iniquity of the nation, that must be overthrown, in. order 
that the nation itself perish not by the terrible cancer that has 
already made such an inroad upon its Constitution. 

The vote taken at the late annual meeting in the city of 
New-York, requesting the officers of the Society to act upon 
the proposition of holding a series of popular Conventions, 
will be submitted for your consideration, in the afternoon 
session, and a general attendance of members and friends 
is earnestly solicited by your Committee. 

Now that an acknowledgment and status in the cirele of 
Benevolent Associations, are secured for the Church Anti- 
Slavery Society, it is meet that we show ourselves worthy 
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of that standing, by the energy, liberality, and devotion 
withjwhich we prosecute onr appropriate work. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

In behalf of tlie Executive Committee of, 
the Church Anti-Slavery Society , i 

Bbv. J. C. Webster, President, Hopkintou, Mass. 
Hon. V/m. Claflin, Vice-President, N’ewton. ■ 
Hon. I. Washbchn, Measurer, Worcester, 

Itsv. Henry T. Chkevkb, Corresponding Secretary, Jewett City, Ct. 

KESOLtiTlOXS. 

first series. 

I. Resolved , That in view of the grave aspect of our Na¬ 
tional affairs, and the state of open rebellion against the 
Federal Government, on the part of eight of the States of 
onr confederacy, for no other cause than Slavery, the chief 
anxiety felt by us, as a Society of Christian Patriots, has 
not been—as lately intimated by an eloquent voice from over 
the sea—for the dissolution of the national body, but for 
the death of the nation’s soul—not lest thero should be a 
rending of States, aud civil war, but lest there should be re¬ 
conciliation and peace at the expense of a’deadly compro¬ 
mise of principle. 

II. Resolved, That we believe with the same clear-headed 
and earnest writer (Mrs. Elizabeth Barrett Browning) look¬ 
ing on, from abroad, upon the astonishing events now trans¬ 
piring in this country, that “nothing can destroy the Repub¬ 
lic but what corrupts its conscience; that if the North stand 
fast on the moral ground, no glory will be like our glory ; 
that our foes may be of our own household, but our friends 
must be among all just and righteous men, whether in the 
body or out of the body. Compassed about therefore, with 
so great a cloud of witnesses, we can afford to risk anything 
except conscience. 

III. Resolved, That we fully concur in the position taken 
by the late annual meeting of this Society in New-York, 
viz: That the true policy for the National Administration, 
in its present tremendous struggle with domestic treason 
and conspiracy, plainly is, inasmuch as the unnatural war 
into which it is forced, is a Pro-Slavery war on the part of 
the rebels, to make it an Anti-slavery war on the part oj the 
Government, aud so to commend itself to the friends of im¬ 
partial liberty everywhere, to the consciences of the good, 
to the sympathy of universal Christendom, and to the favor 
of Almighty God. 

IV. Resolved, That from the conviction which is forced 
upon us, that God is now exorcising judgment with the na¬ 
tion for the long-cherished sin of slaveholding; and from a 
deep sense of dependence upon God only, for a safe issue in 
freedom to our country, aud to the enslaved portion of it j 
especially, out of the present struggle, we earnestly recoin-, 
mend to the Churches and to all praying people, that they ] 
observe a concert of prayer for the enslaved, and for our j 
country, on the third Sabbath evening or third Monday 
evening of each month of the year. 

SECOND SERIES. 

Resolved, That the Church Anti-Slavery Society has 
heard with deep regret, rumor3 to the effect that the C. S. 
officers in command of Forts Pickens and Monroe have been 1 
gratuitously forward, iu sending back to their masters 
slaves which had escaped and fled to those Forts for pro- j 
tection, aud that General Butler offered to employ the 
troops'of Massachusetts in keeping down the slaves of; 
Maryland. 

Resolved, That we take occasion to declare—as repre- 
senting no inconsiderable portion of a generous people who j 
have sprung to arms, with a unanimity little short of mira¬ 
culous, 1 in defence of the Government,—that if such things 
have been done, or shall be done in the course of this | 
war. by permission of the Powers that be, it is a hazardous 
experiment to try, with an indignant people, whose experi¬ 
ence of the full spirit of Slavery iu this war is fast bringing 
them to the stern resolve, that slaveholding shall cease at 
once and forever from the country, which it has so long . 

Resolved That we deem it important for the General, 
Government to bear in mind, that the millions of the Free 
States who offer themselves and their money, who are will¬ 
ing to sacrifice and to suffer in maintaining the integrity and 
freedom of our country, are not so doing, for the purpose of! 
enabling the rebels to hunt or to hold their slaves; that 
conjointly with this war, forced upon us by nothing but 
slavery, the slave-catching vocation of the Free States must 


come to an end; and the sooner, therefore, this fact is seen 
and acted upon, by nil our authorities civil and military, ’ 
the better and safer will it be both for the Government 
and the people. 

Resolved, That we deem it of the utmost importance that ' 
the colored population of our land, whether free or slave, ; 
be made to understand distinctly, that the North is now i 
their friend, and that they are to be benefitted by the sue- ! 
cess of the Free States, in this righteous war; and that we | 
hold it to be strictly true, as presented by one of the lead. I 
ing minds of the country, that, let the colored race become 
convinced by the action of onr troops or of our civil authori¬ 
ties. that we are indifferent or hostile to their elevation ; or 
let the fear prevail with the slaves—confused as they are like I 
ly to be, by what is transpiring—that if the North shall suc¬ 
ceed, then slavery will still be perpetuated, only with Changes 1 
of ownership, the Southern boast that the slaves will fight for j 
their masters and their homes will then, almost certainly be [ 
made good. 

Resolved, that, in our judgment, the guiding star, through 
the war into which we have been forced, is the purpose of God 
in regard to slavery, as made known by His word, His spirit, 
and His providence ; and if our Government be still dreaming 
that this straggle can be successful, while the laws of Jehovah 
are ignored, and His command, “ Let tiif. oppressed oofree ,” 
is disregarded, then there is preparing for ns a terrible awaken¬ 
ing. 

[We have received from the Corresponding Secretary of 
the Society an account of the meeting, including some fur¬ 
ther Resolutions, one in commendation of Dr. Cheevcr, and 
against tbe action of the Ex-partc Council on the Church of 
the Puritans—another in favor of petitioning the President 
to abolish slavery, in the exercise of the war power—which 
will uppear in our next.] 

THEODORE TII.TOY O.Y •‘THE TIMES.” 

Mr. Tilton delivered a discourse on the times in the Church 
of the Puritans, on Sabbath evening May 26. 

After reading tho 46th Chapter of Jeremiah, and prayer I 
by Rev. Mr. Davis, Mr. Tilton began his address by saying. 
‘•I know in whose desk I stand, and how far Bhort I may J 
expect to come of the power of tbe man whose voice has | 
filled this house. Would that these walls epuld speak out 
and repeat the echoes of that voice. I am no Minister, and 
I have recently been told that you were no Church.” “Tho 
host blood in tbe land is, to-day, heating to the sound of 
martial mnsie, and why is this ? I was, a few days since, 
standing on that hill, near the city of Richmond, where 
Patrick Henry delivered his address, when he said ‘ Give 
me Liberty or give me death.” Only tbe day before a 
train of men, women und children, toiled up that hill with 
sad faces and manacled bands, followed by a dark browed 
roan who was armed with whip.—I asked when shall this, 
too, be finished ? Tbe nation has gone to war, not to cop- , 
quor a truce, with a system whose symbol is a serpent's j 
head, not to bruise that head, merely, but to crush it.” ! 
“While we arc sitting in this church to night, the slave 
is getting ready, in bis cabin, to go free. He is stronger I 
than the strong man armed. He, to-day, controls two 
Presidents, and leads two armies to battle. The other day, 
a ball flew from tho Charleston batteries. On it was writ 
ten despotism. Gnd,iu its flight, erased the inscription and in 
its place wrote, liberty. That ball struck down the flag 
staff of Fort Sumpter, but in its fall it overthrew slavery. 
When you feci the grouud shaking beneath your feet, you 
ask for the cause. There is a poor bliud imprisoned Samp¬ 
son whose arms are around the pillars of the stale, aud God 
dares most for tbe humblest and most suffering of his child¬ 
ren. He hears the cry of. the slave in his chains.”—“In 
one of Fenelon’s fables a wolf came to the door of a eheep- 
fold and knocked for admittance. Tho lamb who kept the 
door asked what he wanted in the fold. Only, said the wolf, 
to nibble a little fresh grass. Ah! said the lamb, I see 
your jaws aro covered with blood; and looked the door in 
his face. Slavery asked to be admitted to the new territo¬ 
ries of the west, that it might ‘ nibble a little grass.” Mr. 
Seward said come in, but Horace Greely’s printing press, 
under the pavement in Nassau street, thundered against it, 
till the nation aroused itself and forever shut the door.” 
“There will be no more compromise with slavery, no more 
slave catching. When General Butler shall order Massa¬ 
chusetts troops to put down a slave insurrection, he willj 


find too many who will throw down their muskets and 
pointing to their breasts say—Fire here first. There was 
sent to me from Charlestown, Virginia, the rope by which 
was suspended the last of those Christian martyrs who there 
died for the slave. If it were not a desecration, I would 
seud that rope to our government that with it might be 
hung those who are traitors to God and to the country. 
May Christ in his kingdom quickly come.” 

I have set down only a few of the things snid by Mr. T. 
in an address of over an hour, and which was listened to, 
to the end, with wrapped attention. 

[Wt- hope the good Providence of God, will, ere long, 
bring tbe people and rulers of this nation into a state of 
mind which will render it possible that the bright vision, 
of our ardent yonng orator, Mr. Tilton, may be realized. 
But we fear it will not be until The Independent has ceased 
to deride those who regard slaveholding ns inherently sin¬ 
ful—nor until “Horace Greely’s printing press under the 
pavement in Nassau Sfaeet”—with all its mighty thunder¬ 
ing 8 against “secession aud Crittenden’s compromise” shall 
learn to thunder likewise against that worst compromise of 
them all (instead of half indorsing it) tho proposed amend¬ 
ment of the Constitution so ns forever to put the abolition 
of American slavery beyond the power of the American 
people and the American Government! By the side of this 
compromise, all the other compromises ever proposed 
dwindle into insignificance. We might give op the Con¬ 
gressional prohibition of slavery in tho Territories, (as 
Horace Greely is reported to have proposed at Chicago) 
and yet .retain the power of abolishing slavery in the 
States, which would cover the whole ground. But that 
proppsed amendment, of the Constitution—not yet disposed 
of, would relinquish tho whole country to slavery, by en¬ 
throning, in perpetuity, tho slave power. 


The Slaveholding Spirit. —The special correspondent of tbe 
N. Y. Tribune writes from Baltimore May 25th : 

“Great was the satanic rejoicing of the rebels vostorday, 
at tho terrible news of the assassination of Col. Ellsworth 
by chivalrous Virginia! Aristocratic men, with the glare 
of vengeance in their eyes, gloated over the disaster. Ar¬ 
istocratic women, with the scowl of Medusa on their faces, 
grinned the irfiendish delight. A Unionist lady, passing along 
Bn ltimore street,bought au extra, and exclaimed rather audi¬ 
bly, to herself, as she finished reading the sad story: ‘What 
demons those rebels are!’ At that moment, a well-dressed 
man rudely demanded of her what it was that she said. Sho 
instantly repeated her remark with becoming indignation. 
Tho fellow went on! A rebel woman said, ‘Served him 
right ! If I had the chance, I would poison the whole 
crow, from the President down!’ ‘Do you think thore will 
be a battle V asked another fontale secessionist of a gentle¬ 
man, sitting next to her in one of the city cars. ‘I do, 
madam.’ ‘I hope, then, the Secessionists will conquer. I 
have two brothers in Virginia, on their side. When they 
left hero, a few days ago, they took their little sister with 
them. She concealed 251bs. of powder in little bags, which 
were hung to her hoops!’ And she laughed convulsively 
and malignantly. 

“There was evident in Secession circles, yesterday, a smoth¬ 
ered feeling of vengeance and rebellion, that was only kept 
down by Gen. Cadwallader and Major Morris. Tho lead¬ 
ers are confident that something will hapen yet to give thorn 
the upper hand again. If so, they will not leave a Unionist 
to tell the tale. The garrison ought at once to be increased, 
in this cityv Nobodv is to be trusted who belongs to tho soil, 
except it be the Republicans, but they have been pooled and 
scattered, and driven out by tbe conduct of the Government 
toward them. Purnell, Gov. Hicks’s Postmaster here, thinks 
that the defence of Baltimore ought to be intrusted to the 
unconditional Union men, and vet, when an aged aud com¬ 
petent Republican called on him, n day or two ago, to seek 
office, he told the old man that his Republicanism precluded 
him from consideration.’ I am glad to see that the Govern¬ 
ment declined the services of two artill-ry Union companies 
yesterday. The time has not yet come for their employ¬ 
ment. Sympathy for negro slavery palsies the arm of every 
Vnum man in the slave States, who is not a Republican ” 

And of what value would their Republicanism be. if thej» 
were s'aveholders ? We look for terrible di&isters from 
the treachery of slaveholding Uoion men. * 


Beauty of truth. —After all, tho most natural beauty 
in the world is honesty and moral truth. For all beauty is 
truth. True features make the beauty of a face ; and true 
proportions the beauty of architecture; as true measures 
that of harmony and music. In poetry, which is all fable, 
truth still is the perfection.— Shaftsbury. 
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Lctters on business for the Principia should be addressed 
to M. B. Williams, tlie Publisher. 

Letters for the Editor, whether for life consideration, or for the 
public, should be addressed to William Goodell. 

Orders for books or pamphlets may be addressed to either of 
the above. 

Butin all oases, the business matter should be on a slip of paper 
separate from suggestions or communications for the Editor—be¬ 
cause business papers must be kept on the Publisher's file,by them¬ 
selves. For the same reason, what is designed for the Publisher 
should be on one slip of paper, and matter designed for the Edit¬ 
or’s attention or use should be on another, though all may be put 
into one envelope, and directed to either. 


49* All letters for us should be carefully directed to 339 Pearl 
street.no/ to 48 Beekman street, nor to Box 1212, (the former ad¬ 
dress of Wm. Goodell, where some of his letters continue to be sent.) 
This is the more important note, as the office of our friends, is now- 
removed : and letters directed there will be liable to be lost. 


THE OBJECT OF THE WAR,—HOW IS IT TO BE SE¬ 
CURED I 

What is the object of the wart 

What is it, in the popular mind of the Free States, but this 
—the suppression of the rebellion, the support of the Federal 
Government, in its authority over the entire United States, 
and their continued Unity in one Nation ? 

Is the object of the war anything short of this ? 

We think it is not, and that no one will say that it is. 

We have not mentioned the abolition of slavery, as one of 
the objects of the war, though many have gone into it, or are 
contributing to it, for that object, and many more are expect 
ing it as a result, and are not particularly desirous that it 
should be otherwise. On the part of the Administration, its 
military and naval commanders, the soldiers and the people, 
generally, the question of the abolition of slavery does not 
come under consideration at all. It cannot be said to be an 
object of the war. 

We assume the object of the war then, to be as first stated. 
And we raise the question. How is that object to be secured ? 

We pursue the inquiry by raising a number of subordinate 
questions. 

I. Is it to be done merely by military and naval force? 

These must, of course, be employed, but are they sufficient 

of themselves, without the abolition of slavery, as a means of 
strengthening the Government, and weakening the rebels? 

The abolition of slavery, considered as a means, may ar- 
est, and it certainly deserves the attention, even of those who 
do not cherish it as an object—unless slavery, unlike every 
other existing arrangement or interest, be not too sacred a 
thing to be touched or even questioned ! 

It is easy to see—no one can help seeing—bow a proclama¬ 
tion of liberty to the slaves, inviting them to enlist in support 
of the government, and the defence of their own liberties, 
would greatly strengthen the Federal Government, and weak¬ 
en its enemies. Not improbable is it, that the question of the 
adoption or rejection of that measure, may prove to be the 
turning point of the military struggle, and decide it for the | 
North or for the South, accordingly as the policy of our gov¬ 
ernment, in this particular, may yet be shaped. 

II. But, granting that onr military and naval successes 
should exceed our most sanguine expectations, and satisfy onr 
most ardent desires. Suppose all the forts were in our hands, 
the Confederate armies annihilated or disbanded, and the 
Confederate Government blotted out. What then ? Would 
that re-establish the Federal authority over all the States, af¬ 
ter the Federal troops should have been withdrawn ? Would 
the subjugated States be satisfied? Would they come duti¬ 
fully into the Union, submit to the Federal laws, allow Nor¬ 
thern citizens peaceably to sojourn in their midst, and enjoy 
freedom of speech ? Would the slaveholders while remaining 
snch, consent to this ? Without either the abolition of sla¬ 
very or the perpetual maintainance of a standing army over 
and among them, could we expect anything like this ? 

No. Certainly not. Of course the objects of the war 
could not be thus secured. 

The Union of the States would not be thus restored. If 
the North would not know better than to invite the slave 
States, remaining such, to send their slaveholding Senators 
and Representatives to Congress, to renew the struggle for 
the mastery of the Federal Government, as before, again, the 


slaveholders, we may be assured, would know better, with all 
their infatuation, than to try that experiment over again. 

III. Would then, the object of the war be secured by hold¬ 
ing the Southern States, not as component parts of the United 
States, but as conquered provinces, to be held perpetually, by 
brute force, against theft wishes. 

Surely not. And if it be said here, that the non-slavehold¬ 
ers of the South, being a majority, would like to remain in 
the Union, they would tell us that the only practicable way 
of their doing this, would be by sappressing the oligarchy of 
slaveholders. Or, if they were so blind as not to see this, be¬ 
fore band, the experiment would soon compel them to see it. I 

The slaveholders, while remaining sneb, would always con¬ 
trol their non-slaveholding neighbors, as before, and nothing 
wonld have been gained by the war, in that respect. 

IV. The authority of the Federal Government over the 
slave States, coaid not be secured, so long as slavery is tolera¬ 
ted by the Federal government, because such tolerance re¬ 
leases the slaveholders from the restraints of law, so far as the 
slaves, a large portion of the population of those States, are 
concerned, and lhat fact disqualifies them for being the law- 
abiding subjects, either of government or of law. Of this we 
have had sufficient evidence, already. 

To sum up the whole then, in one brief sentence. The mil¬ 
itary conquest of the South, without the abolition of slavery, 
as a military measure, is, to say the least, doubtful;—the es¬ 
tablishment of the Federal authority over all the United 
States, as members of one United Republic, without the abo¬ 
lition of slavery, is impossible. 

The sooner all this is understood and acted upon, the better 
for all the parties concerned—the North and the South, the 
Government and the Rebels, the masters and the slaves, and 
all the interests involved. 


AN EXP ARTE COUNCIL.. 

One ground of complaint against the Church of the Puri¬ 
tans is, that it allowed other tests than those aflecting Chris¬ 
tian character. This objection isfquite worthy of those, who 
(with Dr. Bacon,before the American Board, and Dr. Thomp¬ 
son in the Independent), insisted that slaveholders should not 
be excluded from Christian fellowship, provided they have a 
Christian character. [We remember also that Dr. Spring in 
his lectures to young meD, wrote, “a slaveholding dissevered 
from all evil, the Bible nowhere forbids,’' a degree of perfec¬ 
tionism that the Rev. Dr. will not allow to be attainable in 
this world, by any but slaveholders]. But to Teturn to the 
tests ; they were doubtless very objectionable, for they took 
away all hope from the opponents of the Church. One of 
the tests required that all members should, besides professing a 
Christian character, be sincere friends of the church, and its 
chosen pastor. 

One of the old rules of the church forbid the granting of 
letters to persons absent from the church meetings for more 
than a year, without satisfactory reasons given. This being 
construed by the Church, so as to prevent such persons taking 
part in the Business Meetings, became a very objectionable 
test to that party whose strength lay mainly in such votes, 
quite a number of persons having been brought in to vote out 
Dr. Cheever, who had not been seen with us previously, for 
two and three years, and of the seventy who were the clients 
of Dr. Bacon, before the Exparte Council, only a small mi¬ 
nority would be entitled to letters under the old standing 
rules of the Church. 

The publie are told that the Church of the Puritans has 
suspended six of its members, without aDy charges, or fair 
opportunity of defence or protest. The facts are these : Mr. 
Charles Abernethy, as the leader of a conspiracy to drive out 
Dr. Cheever, was on charges presented, for several months be¬ 
fore the Church for trial. Many meetings were held, some 
of them continued till midnight. Mr. A. and his friends, in 
every way, contumaciously resisted all action of the Church. 
They brought in reporters agaiust the wishes of the Church, 
who filled the papers with accounts of “troubles in Dr. 
Cbeever's Church." They insisted that all outside in¬ 
fluence should come in, making it a trial, not before the church 
but the world, crowding the Lecture Room with those who 
avowed their determination to resist by force, any attempt to 
exclude them. The ebureh was told that this trial should last 
two years, and that at least a dozen more must be tried. Mr. 
A. being a man of wealth, and the combination against the 
church very powerful, and unscrupulous, the effort to try him 


at that time was given up. Soon after this, a peace commit¬ 
tee was appointed by the church, which was authorized to 
concede everything but principle. This resulted in a friendly 
understanding with several who had before been opposed to 
Dr. Cheever, but Mr. A. and his friends, persevering in ef¬ 
forts to divide and destroy the church, and demanding acoua- 
cil to try the question of the right of the Church to retain and sup¬ 
port its chosen pastor, were suspended from church fellowship. 
There seemed to be no other way to deal with snch a conspiracy. 
The church meetings had been long disturbed by them and 
the constant turmoil in which the society had been kept, was 
charged upon us, as our fault. One religious print denounced 
the church on Union Square, as a nuisance. The result has 
been happy. The nuisance is abated, the church has peace, 
in its meetings, and all the difficulties are from the outside of 
it, in exparte councils. 

It is claimed for the six suspended persons, that they and 
their friends are anti-slavery men. They are so, in the same 
sense as slaveholders are good Christians, But we have never 
seen them in the monthly concert of prayer for the enslaved, 
or heard their voices at any time, in protest against the sum 
of all iniquities. Mr. Abernethy and several others of the 
leaders have constantly declared they were not abolitionists, and 
that Dr. Cheever’q preaching against slavery would result in 
driving him from Union Square. Two or three of the others 
were, years ago, known as anti-slavery men, but having frater¬ 
nized with the N. Y. Herald, tbe N. Y. Express, the N. Y. 
Observer, in an effort to destroy an anti-slavery church, we 
fear they have gone over to the enemy. At any rate, if “poor 
dog Tray," was rightly beaten when found in bad company, 
and if that long eared animal who got himself into a lion’s 
skin suffers in like manner, for his folly, they have no right to 
complain. 

A Member or the Church or the Puritans. 


Itefos of tbe Jan. 

FRIDAY, MAY 94. 

Just after our last week’s paper had gone to press, news 
arrived, of the bloodless capture of Alexandria, by the 
Federal troops, without opposition, the precipitate flight of 
the Rebels, the dastardly assasination of Col. Ellsworth of 
the New York Zouaves, and the almost instantaneous dis¬ 
patch of tbe assassin, James W. Jackson, by Francis E. 
Brownell of Troy, N. Y. Col. Ellsworth was a native of 
Mechanicsville, Saratoga Co. N. Y. where his father resides. 
Our readers will have seen the particulars, in other papers, 
ere this. 

SATURDAY, asm. 

Arlington Heights, opposite Washington City, are at 
length, occupied by Federal troops, who are throwing up 
entrenchments, and preparing for defence. 

Staten Island .—A great camp and military school has 
been commenced near Vanderbilt landing on Statan Island 
below this eity, at the entrance of our harbor. 

From Europe .—The steamship Etna, from Liverpool on 
I the 15th and Queenstown the 10th, arrived at Cape Race 
yesterday, with four days’ later nows. The Southern Com¬ 
missioners had obtained an interview with M. Thouvenel, 
French Miuister. The looked-for proclamation of the Eng¬ 
lish Government, enjoining neutrality upon its subjects, 
had appeared. The Froueh Government is fitting out a 
small fleet for tbe protection of its vessels in American wa- 


Maryland. —News of a startling character comes from 
Baltimore. It is said that the Government has gained full 
and accurate information of a deep conspiracy in that city 
against tbe Federal authorities, in which are involved many 
of the leading citizens. If this is the reward the leniency 
hitherto shown is to meet, very little further forbearance 
will be extended towards the traitors.— Tribune. 

Our Government will probably learn better than to trust 
the loyalty of persistent Slaveholders, before the war is 

Rebel forces. —It is said that there were on Thursday 12,- 
000 troops at Richmond, with others arriving on every "train;, 
some of these were leaving, probably for Culpepper. 

Two Kentucky Regiments were out on Thursday, throw¬ 
ing np entrenchments at Point of Rocks. 

Several new and formidable batteries have been erected 
at Sewell’s Point and Norfolk, and 15,000 troops were be¬ 
tween these two points. 
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Gen. Stiller left Fortress Monroe on Thursday, with 4,- 
000 troops for Lyndhaven. 

More Compromise .—The 'Washington correspondent of 
The Baltimore Sun afforded, the other day, the following 
prophetic account of the message which the President will 
send to Congress, on the opening of the extra session: 

“It is roported that he will recommend certain amend 
ments to the Constitution, and the submission of the same 
to the Stute Legislatures. It is even said one of these 
proposed amendments will provide that the Southern Sena¬ 
tors shall have a veto upon all legislative acts affecting 
Southern interests in the matter of Slavery. For the rest, 
the legislation of Congress is already foreshadowed by the 
Executive proclamation.-'’ 

Evidently the fools are not all dead yet.— Tribune. 

We shall be glad to find that the folly is confined to the 
prognosticators. 

Indians in Virginia. —A band of two or three hundred 
Cherokee Indians, (christianized, we presume, under the 
training of the Americau Board) are said to be among tho 
Rebel forces in Virginia, with their tommahnwks and scalp¬ 
ing knives. It is understood that these belong to the corps 
that is threatening to invade the Cumberland Valley in 
Pennsylvania, and carry slaughter and devastation in their 
train, taking off horses, cattle, &c., in true “border ruffian’’ 
style. This Cumberland valley is somewhat famous, we 
believe, for the alacrity with which many of the inhabitants 
have hunted down fugitive slaves, for a reward. Perhaps 
they are now to receive their recompense. 


of Columbia, before the retrocession of Alexandria. The 
latter includes Norfolk and the country forty miles around 

Gen. Sanford has issued a Proclamation, assuring the 
surrounding inhabitants of their security in their dwellings 
and peaceful occupations, and of the Federal “protection’; 
of their persons, and property '—not excepting ‘•property” 

The N. Y. Seventh Regiment, having accomplished its 
task on Arliugton Heights has returned to Washington. 
‘It is said they acquitted themselves well with the spade. 
'Gen. Mausfield says there are no better diggers, making 
up in pluck what they lack in experience.” 

Tho Correspondent of the Tribune says— 

“It would have done Fifth avenue good to seo its sons 
emulating inch other in shoveling, until their hands were 
covered with blisters, for three nights, without tents, in a 
rove on the borders of a swamp. They stopped work to- 
ay only long enough for servive.” 

A pretty good account of the sons of our city millionaires. 

It will do them good, if they do not over do. 

Virginia Aristocracy. —A visitor to Alexandria was told 
by an old friend, a wealthy citizen of the place, that he was 
a Union man until Friday, whi-n Virginia soil was invaded 
by Federal troops. The people were greatly aggravated 
by the presence of the Zouaves on their sacred soil. The 
Mayor of Alexandria declared to-day that tho people would 
prefer the presence of ten other regiments. The objection 
to them is not that they are disorderly, but that they are 
not of the “first families’.” 


I crease of onr imports of foreign goods, our exports for the- 
week, as well as for the year, show a large increase over 
i the corresponding period last year. For a country at war. 
it is a good indication to be bringing foreign nations con¬ 
stantly in its debt. We are in an excellent condition to 
buy such arms and munitions of war as we cannot manu¬ 
facture.— The World. 

Defences of New- York. The possibility that onr rela¬ 
tions with Great Britain may be of an unfriendly character 
before the close of summer is creating much anxiety in mil¬ 
itary and mercantile circles in this city, as it is known our 
! harbor defenses are not in a condition to defend the me¬ 
tropolis against such a fleet as could he sent over here in a 
short time by the English government. Col. Tompkins. 

J Major Barnard, and Captain Lovell, all competent military 
authorities, agree in the opinion that, as at present defend- 
i ed, Ncw-York conld easily he laid in ashes by a fleet of 
| English war steamers, with very little danger of damage to 
I themselves. 

Rebels captured. Quite a large number of secessionists 
j have been made prisoners. One company of cavalry, num- 
I bering thirty, who were captured this morning, were cb- 
I cortca through the streets of Alexandria this afternoon, cn 
route for Washington navy yard. Several prominent gen- 
I ilcmen who have been recently secession leaders in Virgin- 
I ia, but who were once residents of Washington, it is re¬ 
ported here on good authority, have been taken prisoners. 
— The World. 

Rum and Slavery — A bad business. The N. Y. Sun has 
an account of the sales at auction, at a great sacrifice, of 
sixty stable horses, in consequence of a recent failure.— 
‘ Mr. Whitlock was a wholesale liquor-dealer, and has loBt 
heavily from his southern customers.” 


Jackson, who shot Col. Ellsworth is the same man who 
headed the gang who attacked the Republican liberty-pole 
at Occaquon, Fairfax County, before the Presidential elec¬ 
tion. He cut down the pole with his own hand. 

Several clerks in the different Departments have been dismis¬ 
sed, as sympathizers with the rebels. 

Norfolk and SewelPs Point. Several new batteries are 
said to be in process of erection, in that neighborhood, aud 
that 15.000 rebel troops are under arms, there. 

Missouri. —The State troops at Joffersou City, numbering 
about 4,000 men, were ordered to disbaud yesterday, by 
Gen. Price., At first, they refused to obey, hut it is believed 
that they will quietly disperse, aud return to their homes 

Col. Ellsworth was a man of exemplary moral habits, and 
a model of temperance and integrity. It is said that he 
never tasted a drop of liquor, nor smoked a cigar in his life. 
At the time of his martyr's death, he was engaged to be 
married to Miss Spotfard, an estimable young lady of Rock¬ 
ford, Illinois. 

California —The Union feeling in California is very 
strong, and yet there is undoubtedly a great dread of the 
presumed strougth and prowess of the secessionists iu thr 
State. They are arc very numerous, comprising a majority of 
southern population. They are men in the prime of life, for 
the most part unmarried. Tncy hold most of the best offices 
in the state. Nothing but the overwhelming superiority iu 
numbers of tho northern men has prevented the raising of 
secession flags. 

Supposed plans. —As far as can he judged from the move¬ 
ments now made, it is the purpose of General Scott to take 
and occupy a lino of defenses on the Virginia side of the 
Potomac, extending from Harper’s Ferry to the mouth of 
the Chesapeake. Subsequent operations will depend so 
much on the movements of the rebels that we can only await 
the development of events.— World. 

Washington. May 25. —Tho rebels are concentrating their 
forces in Virginia about fifteen miles below Alexandria, 
and an attack is momentarily expected. The government 
forces at Alexandria arc held in readiness to repel an as 
sault, and defend their position. Advices just received here 
from Culpepper, Virginia, state that the rebels are determin¬ 
ed to make an effort to dislodge the Federal troops. 

The Post Master General has stopped the mails of the se- 
ceeding states—excepting in Western Virginia. 

The morning papers, are chiefly occupied with rumors, 
notes of preparation, and predictions of coming movements 
and expeditions. 

Alexandria remains quiet, but is under martial law -trong 
fortifications are being erected there. 

Norfolk and Harper 3 s Ferry are still points of anticipated 
attack. 

Maj. Gen. Sanford is iu command of the department of 
Fairfax, Virginia, which embraces the Citato east of the 
Alleghanies, excepting those portions comprised within the 
departments of General Mansfield and Butler. The limits 
of the former reach to the former boundaries of the District 


Hampton Bridge, near Fortress Monroe, has been burnt j 
by the rebels. 

Western Virginia, in nineteen counties, gave heavy votes 
against secession. The office of The Parkersburg News, a 
Secession paper was completely demolished, on Friday 
night, by a crowd of Union men, who considered it their 
duty to stop its issue. 

Slaves in Alexandria. All visitors concur iu represent¬ 
ing the inhabitants as sullen and disaffected—tho only smil¬ 
ing faces seen being those of the “peculiar institution .”— 
Times. 

What a burning shame that these “loyal citizens” should 
not be recognized as such, and not an the mere “property” 
of the rebels! Instead of this, see how their hopes are 
crushed by the following— 

Martial law lias been proclaimed iu Alexandria by Colon¬ 
el Wilcox, in command there. The citizens will be protect- I 
ed in their persons, property, and slaves, and all public pro- J 
party respected, unless the United States forces should be at¬ 
tacked. 

Fugitive slaves. It appears now that we shall cot hear 
so much about returning fugitive slaves. Gen. Butler has 
given & decision which will furnish a precedent to he very 
cheerfully followed. Three slaves belonging to Colonel 
Mallory, now in commaud of the Rebel forces near ‘Uanip- 
i ton, having got into their heads some “vague notions of j 
Freedom,” as well as some very distinct notions that they ! 
were about to he sent further South, presented themselves [ 
at Fortress Monroe aud sought protection. The Rebel | 
Colonel sent an officer with a flag of truce, and had the in- , 
conceivable impudence to demand that the negroes should ; 
be given up under the provisions of the Fugitive Slave 
Law. Geu, Butler stated that under existing circumstancce 1 
he should consider the slaves contraband goods, and hold 
them accordingly. He had, in fact, put them at work. So J 
the Colonel was discomfited. 

This is indeed an improvement upon the policy of rendi¬ 
tion. But, only think of the humiliation of puting the re¬ 
fusal on the ground of considering the slaves as “ goods !’’ 
Madison and the Federal Convention refused “to admit in 
the Constitution the idea that man can hold property in 
man.” According to the Times. General Butler offered to 
“give up the negroes, provided their owner would take an 
oath to support the Constitution of the United States.—” 
Here it crops out again ! “Loyal citizens” only are to be 
protected in ‘ the privilege of holding slaves. “Rebels” are 
to be subdued by the impending horrors of emancipation ! 
j Is this preventing slavery from being made national ? 

I Col. ElUwort/fs remains reached New-York at 3 o’clock 

I on Sabbath morning, and were carried to the Astor House, 
where the friends and relatives, from Mechanicsville, were 
( waiting to meet them. Funeral services were held, and 
j the remains exhibited to thousands of citizens in the Park, 
after which they were escorted by the military to the boat, 
j and conveyed up the Hudson. 

1 Specie and Commerce. —About two million dollars of gold 
| arrived last week from Europe. Notwithstanding the de- 


Cottonized fax. The recent application of strain to flax 
has demonstrated that the latter may be readily converted 
into goods where cotton has been heretofore used. .Sam¬ 
ples nave been deposited at the Chamber of Commerce, 
showing flax in its first stage cf conversion, afterward 
bleached, aud finally made into calico, hosiery, felted cloth, 
etc. ‘‘Cottonized flax,” as it is now called, enu he produced 
at a maximum price of five to six cents per pound, and is 
readily combined with wool or with cotton. Tho whole 
process, from first to last, is accomplished by machinery 
only.— The World. 

TUESDAY, asm 

The last letter written by Colonel Ellsworth. —The follow¬ 
ing is a copy of the last letter written by’the gallant and 
lamenteti Col. Ellsworth, except one to his affianced bride 
written at the same time, just before moving on Alexan¬ 
dria: 

Headquarters 1st Zouaves, Camp Lincoln, 1 
Washington, D. G\, May 23, 1861. { 

My Dear Father and Mother : The regiment is order¬ 
ed to move across tho river to-night. We have no menus 
of knowiug wbat reception we are to meet with. I am in¬ 
clined to the opiniou that our entrance to tho City of 
Alexandria will bo hotly contested, as I am just informed a 
large force have arrived there to-day. Should this happen, 
my dear parents, it may bo my lot to he injured in some 
manner. Whatever may happen, cherish the consolation 
that I was engaged in the performance of a sacred duty; 
and to-night, thinking over the probabilities of the morrow, 
and the occurences of the past, I am perfectly content to 
accept whatever my fortune may be, confident that He who 
uototh even the fall of a sparrow, will have some purpose, 
even in the fate of one like me. 

My darling and ever-loved parents, good bye ; God blbse, 
protect, and care for you. ’ Elmer. 

Maryland loyalty — its character. —The Union Convention 
of Maryland has issued an address to the people of the 
State, of which the spirit, animus, and object, are comprized 
in the folowing paragraph. 

“ The secession of Maryland accomplishes beyond perad- 
veuture the abolition of slavery within her limits, and that 
speedily, by bringing a government foreign to her and 
inimical to that institution upon her border, and to which 
slaves once escaped cannot, as now, be recovered. It dimm¬ 
ish es largely the value of her slaves, by the fact thatif they 
arc not sold South they will run North, and the effort to 
sell them South will seriously reduce their value by the 
large number thus thrown upon the market, from Maryland 
and other states similarly situated, at a time of great pecuni¬ 
ary embarrassment. This sacrifice, amongst others, it is 
gravely proposed that Maryland shall make to the cupidity 
of planters in the Gulf states, who are interested in cheap 
negroes, and who in turn will contemn Maryland for the 
coudition of anti-slavery into which their machinations, 
aided by conspirators within her own borders will have 
coerced her. 

Precious supporters of “the Government,” these! 

[Special Despatch to the Evening Post.] 

Washington, May 27.—The rebels are evidently prepar¬ 
ing for action. Reperts received this morning state that 
they are throwing up entrenchments at the Manassas Gap 
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Gen. McClellan has thrown strong bodies of troops upon 
both Parkersburg and Wheeling, toward Grafton, but some 
delay would bo occasioned by rebuilding bridges. 

The Fourteenth Ohio Regiment, Col. Steadman, crossed 
the Ohio at Marietta about the same time, and occupied 
Parkersburg. At midnight of Monday, the rebels evacua- : 
ted Grafton in great haste. Col. Kelly is in possession of 
Grafton this morning, ptobably. 

Last Saturday night the Union men in Western Virginia 
took possession of the Railroad Depot and Telegraph office 
st Moundsvillo 

A Baltimorian affirms that 4,000 Germans and Irish from 
his city were attracted into Virginia by the promise of farms. 
They wore then forced iuto the army. 

CoHon.-New-Orlenns, May 29.-An act passed the south¬ 
ern Congress, previous to adjourning, prohibiting the ship¬ 
ment of cotton from the Confederate States, except through 
the seaports of the said states. 

The Fugitive Slave Question. —Washington. May 29, 18G1. 
—Colonel Butler, the brother of General Butler, is here, to 
ask for instructions as to tho disposal of the slaves now J 
hourly seeking protection among the federal troops in and 
about Fortress Monroe. The matter has been before the 
Cabinet, but no definite conclusion has ns yet been arrived 
at. The action oi Gen. Butler in the premises will doubt¬ 
lessly be sustained. • 

It appears by advices from Fortress Monroe, that there is 
likely to be a stampede of the “peculiar institution” through 
Virginia. After the three slaves belonging to MnjorCarrie 
demanded by him under the Fugitive Slave law, were re¬ 
tained by General Butler, because Carrie would not swear 
to support the constitution and laws of the United States, 
eleven more fled to the pickets of the federal forces and 
were taken into the fort and put to work. The next day 
thirty-two were found outside the fort, and when my infor¬ 
mant left about fifty more had just arrived. 

General Butler is dcsiious of receiving instructions from 
the government as to what disposition he shall make of 
these people Under the laws of Virginia they are proper¬ 
ty, anti will be retained when known to belong to traitors, 
but any escaping from loyal men will be promptly re¬ 
turned, under the laws. 

From present appearances we shall have a very sudden 
decrease of the slave population in many of the slave 
States. Under this rule, whenever the federal forces 
march, slavery will disappear. The subject of disposing of 
the slaves when set free is now before the Cabinet. As the 
slaves thus liberated sudt only become men, and will be rc- 
coguized as such by General Butler, the question arises 
whether they cannot be sent North on their parole of 
honor. 

Col. Butler states that one hundred slaves are at work 
within Gen. Butler's lines.— Cor. of N. Y. Herald. 

Other accounts pay there are one hundred and thirty-five. 


Slave-pen in Alexandria. —A correspondent of the N. Y. 
Tribune, under date of Alexandria, May 24, writes, 

“About 9 o’clock, Lieut. Fergus inquired if I had quar¬ 
ters. ‘Only iu the depot,’ I replied. ‘Walk along with 
me,’ ho said, and of course I followed, passing two or three 
sentinels who. with bayonet presented, demanded the coun¬ 
tersign. We stopped ‘in front of a large three story build¬ 
ing, with the sign over the doors and windows, in large let¬ 
ters, of ‘Price, Burch & Co., Dealers in slaves.' 

Strange place for me to be accomodated! What would 
•Jeff. Davis and Wigfall say if they knew tho slave marts 
were thus desecrated ? Michigan troops occupied the low¬ 
er stories. We marched to the thiVd; all the furniture was 
gone. Hay was brought up and scattered ou the floor for 
bedding with iudia rubber shirts and blaukets for covering. 

I went down to take a look at the pens. During the day 
the boys had discovered that a lone slave was locked up in 
one of them, and lest he might perish by starvation, the 
trader having fled, they forced the lock, opeued the pris¬ 
on doors, and set the captive free. It is is said the ignorant 
negro declined following his master, but preferred staying 
with the aruiy. 

In tho rear, and annexed to the house is a large pen, un¬ 
covered, about 50 feet square, with walls over 20 feet high, 
with a heavy iron door, protected by holts and locks. From 
this, another iron door opens into a dungeon under the hou¬ 
ses, the diminutive windows guarded with bars. lhere 
was do furniture in the pen or dungeon, except bedsteads, 
beds of straw, and a few dirty blankets. ‘Nothing else . 
you ask Yes: three large iron rings fastened in the floor 
of the dungeon: The flicker of our candle made fitful spec 
ires on those gloomy walls.” . 

Who can tell how many tears have moisteucd, how many ; 
sighs and prayers have startled the rayless gloom • lbose 
dampened vaults how many broken hearts and curbed -.pints 
have been chained to this cold floor, for the commission of 
no crime, by the decree of no tribunal, but ouly because 
man claims ownership in man ? 

Is it possible that a people can become so deadened as to 
look upon such prison-houses without indignation and pity. | 
To extend such duugeons, bolts, bars, aud chains into the 
Territories we now own or hereafter may acquire, the Un¬ 
ion must be overthrown, the Government destroyed' 


FRIDAY, MAT 31. 

Yesterday afternoon, rumors were rife that large Rebel 
forces were moving toward Alexandria, from Manassas 
Junction, and that a fight might be expected, by this morn¬ 
ing. But this morning’s dispatches bring no confirmation 
of them, but the contrary. 

With 3,000 Secessionist troops at Fairfax there are 1,000 
negroes, who are employed as servants. A great scarcity 
of provisions exists, and the slaves are the first who are 
compelled to go hungry. It is probable that they will be¬ 
fore long add themselves to the rapidly increasing stock of 
contraband goods now in the keeping of the Federal troops. 

The Government lias signified its approval of Gen. But¬ 
ler’s detention of negro slaves, as contraband. 

Washington, May 30, 1861. “Sir: Your action in re¬ 
spect to the negroes who came within yonr lines, from the 
service of the rebels, is approved. The Department is sen¬ 
sible of the embarrassments, which must surround officers 
conducting military operations in a State, by the laws of 
which Slavery is sanctioned. The Government cannot re¬ 
cognize the rejection by any State of its Federal obliga¬ 
tion, resting upon itself, among these Federal obligations, 
however, no one can be more important than that of sup¬ 
pressing and dispersing any combination of the former for 
the purpose of overthrowing its whole Constitutional au¬ 
thority. While, therefore, you will permit no interference, 
by persons under your command, with tho relations of per¬ 
sons held to service under the laws of any State, you will, 
on tho other hand, so long as any State within which your 
military operations are conducted, remain under the con¬ 
trol of such armed combinations, refrain from surrendering i 
to alleged masters any persons who come within your lines. ' 
You will employ such persons in the services to which they 
will lie best adapted, keeping an account of the labor by 
them performed, of the value of it, and the expenses of 
their maintenance. The question of their final disposition 
will be reserved for future determination. 

Simon Cameron, Secretary of War. 

“To Major General Butler.” 

There are no State Laws establishing slavery, and Secre¬ 
tary Cameron himself calls the “negroes” ’-persons.” What 
ground of ‘’embarrassment” then can there be ?—Besides, 
What respect is due from the Government, to the laws of a 
State in rebellion ? 


^amiln UJiscdlang. 

From The Weekly New Brooswieker. 
THE RIVER OF HEATH. 

There’s many a holy and rapturous strain 
Floating over the river of death, 

To the weary who wait, like the ripened grain, 

For the touch of the reaper’s breath. 

There are flashes of light on each lifted wave. 

As it glides from the farther shore. 

To the shadowy border onr tear-drops lave. 

In the loll of the water's roar. 

There arc harp-strings, stirr’d by the perfum’d air, » 
And gashing with melody sweet. 

Like the whispered notes of a child at prayer, 

In the hush or the twilight deep. 

They hear the low music, so solemn and grand. 

And heed not the eddying tide, 

For they catch a gleam of the forms that stand 
By the streams on the other side. 

And we see a light on the calm,white brow. 

Like the glow of the crimsoned morn; 

But we sec not the lips on the lids of snow. 

All the night that we deem so long! 

And we only know, when we hear no more, 

And we watch for the passing breath, 

That an angel is tenderly lifting them down 
Tbs banks of the River of Death. 

Only know that their footsteps are pressing the sands 
That are washed by the hurrying waves, 

And that over the billows outstretched are their hands, 

To the shores that their brightness laves; 

And over their bosoms fresh gariandswe lay. 

And a lily we twine in their hair— 

Fit emblems of beanty, new-blighted they say, 

These garlands and lily bads are. 


INFLUENCE. 

Drop follows drop, and swells 
With rain the sweeping river; 
Word follows word, and tells 
A truth that lives forever. 

Flake follows flake, like spirits. 
Whose wings the wind dissever; 
Thought follows thought, and light* 
The realm of mind forever. 


From the Times.— It is evident from the tenor of our ad¬ 
vices from Washington this morning, that the government 
is about to make another important forward movement into 
Virginia, but in what direction, is of course, known only to 
those who direct. The New York regiments which Have 
recently reached the Capital, including the Ninth, which 
has a splendid engineer corps attached, and the Garibaldi 
Guard, which is composed iu great part of veterans of sev¬ 
eral of the European wars, have received intimations that 
their services would be immediately required on important 
duty,and the regiments of the District volunteers, last night 
were ordered under arms, with directions to make prepara¬ 
tions tor a long march. It is stated, also, that eleven steam¬ 
ers are at the Washington Navy-Yard, laying in stores 
and munitions of all kinds, the destination of which is at 
present a mystery. It is probable that a demonstration will 
be made upon Centreville, where about four thousand rebel 
troops are stationed, and which is a point of considerable 
importance. Meantime our troops at Alexandria have com¬ 
menced throwing up entrenchments about a mile to the west 
of that city, to command the approaches, in anticipation of 
a possible demonstration from the rebels of Manassas Gap 
Junction, which has been threatened. 

A dispatch from Cbambersburg informs us that the reb¬ 
el troops which have been stationed on the Potomac, oppo¬ 
site Williamsport, have fallen back in the direction of Mar- 
tinsburgh. They numbered about five hundred, and had 
two small swivel guns. While stationed opposite Williams¬ 
port, their numbers had been reduced by desertions, to the 
number of one hundred, and the small pox bad also made 
some ravages among them. Their object in making a ret¬ 
rograde movement is not known, but they probably consid¬ 
ered their proximity to the Pennsylvania foroes disagree 
able. 

Senator Douglas is lying dangerously ill. 

Seizure of Virginia Unionists as Hostages. —Washington, 
May 30.—A gentleman who arrived this morniug from the 
neighborhood of Centreville, Virginia, 23 miles from Alex¬ 
andria, reports that he was informed that there were about 
4,000 secession troops in that vicinity. He also confirms 
the report that prominent men continued to be seized, and 
conveyed farther into Virginia, as hostages for.the safety of 
about forty secession soldiers, now in Washington awaiting 
the orders of the Government. 

The Garibaldi Guard arrived here at 2 o’clock this mom- 


Beam follows beam, to cheer 
The cloud the bolt would shiver; 

Throb follows throb, and fear 
Gives place to joy for ever. 

The drop, the flake, the beam. 

Teach us a lesson ever; 

The word, the thought, the dream, 

Impress the soul forever. 

For the Principal. 

ANALOGIES. 

Did you ever think how trees are like people ? I won¬ 
der if that’s the reason we love trees so—feel such a sym¬ 
pathy and companionship with them ! Do they have spir¬ 
its which pervade us when we are near, or do our own 
dreamings and imaginings throw arouud them a mystic at¬ 
mosphere ; or is it merely to the egotism of human nature, 
which delights iu Beeing itself mirrored in all around, that 
we are indebted for our fancy ? However that may be, 
certain it is that humanity is typified in the things of na¬ 
ture. In the gradual development, the budding and bloom¬ 
ing, the influence of sunshine and showers; in their varied 
characteristics, their uniformity amid variety—in how many 
aspects may we find a reflex of ourselves in trees. 

Individual trees have their counterparts in individual hu¬ 
man beings. Have we not all thus traced the likenesses of 
friends and acquaintances ? Oftimes a beautiful, not un- 
frcqucntly and amusing resemblance, is suggested. 

The young pine tree, standing up green and fresh in the 
sunshine, against the clear blue sky, reminds us of a joyous 
maiden, whose bright, golden dreams are still fresh and 
glowing, and whose heart is “ a nest of singing birds.” The 
airv, graceful young aspen is of quite a different nature. 
Tossing its bright, silvery leaves in the breeze, flitting, now 
here, now there, with fickle, thoughtless caprice, it is the 
picture of a gay, saucy coquette—such an one as you, my 
dear gentleman reader, remember, to your sorrow! 

The beautiful, symmetrical maple,as it rises before us, in 
the mellow sunlight of a summer afternoon, brings with it 
the vision of smiling, cheerful, blooming womanhood ; the 
womanhood of her whom the sunshine of life has not ener¬ 
vated, nor its storms crushed, hut to whom sunshine and 
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storms have fulfilled their mission; in the development of 
(the strength, harmony, and lovlinesa of her nature. 

Those puny, slender trees along'Dur city walks which are 
all boxed around, or whitewashed, which never seem to grow 
much, and hold more worms than leaves, suggest to our im. 
agination similarly situated and similarly developed young 
men, with moustaches, scented cambric handkerchiefs, very 
small white hands, and soft voices, and who are seen usual¬ 
ly in drawing rooms, by gas-light. 

The Lombardy poplar forcibly reminds us of some prim, 
precise, elderly dame of olden times, who, having “done up” 
all her work, has attired herself in starched calico, clean 
cap, 'and newly ironed checked apron, and sits bolt upright, 
darning stockings. Or—to touch a more popular vein— 
a goodly collection of those same old poplars might suggest 
a stalwart Regiment of Unionists, armed, and ready to do 
battle against Secession. 

How many people are just like the chestnut! Stern, 
sturdy old souls are they, with a rough exterior, hut a 
sweat kernel within, if we would only have patience to pen¬ 
etrate the bar for it. Reader, did you ever see one of these 
great, wide-spreading, generous old apple trees, which boys 
delight in climbing, and which shower down their delicious 
fruit so prodigally, without thinking of some good-natured, 
genial, jolly old “Uncle John,”' who loves to play “ I spy” 
with rosy cheeked hoys and girls, and personate Santa Claus 
at Christmas ? 

Then there are any quantity of romantic trees, which re¬ 
mind us of romantic youths and maidens. There are the 
dark, wildly romantic, that grow on mountain tops, amid 
rocks, and look most natural in storms, or standing up alone 
with gray snow-clouds for a back-ground. And there are the 
^ight, dreamy, fanciful romantic, that shade pretty cottages, 
and rustle in the breeze, and are relieved in the morning 
by the deep blue sky dotted, with fleecy white clouds, or at 
even by a hazy, delicately tinted sunset horizon. 

But what a beautiful analogy do the fruit trees suggest; 
as they come to us laden with their goldeu offerings ! The 
fragrant flowers of their youth have not died, but have be¬ 
come the fruit of their maturer existence; even as the flow¬ 
ers of our youth —our radient hopes, our dreams and aspira¬ 
tions—should ripen into the fruit of a noble and beautiful 
life. 

Amid all this fresh, breezy atmosphere of youth, the mas¬ 
sive old oak stands up a grand, well defined, living reality. 
As it rises before us iu imagination it seems the type of a 
grand, noble soul, grown strong in battling evil, in contend¬ 
ing for truth and right. 

Trees, cn masse, are like humanity en masse. They de¬ 
velop similarly—the masses growing up, just as it happens, 
with a wild, oareless freedom; the few carefully nourish- 
ted and cultivated. The latter more symmetrical, individ¬ 
ually more beautiful and harmonious; the former produ¬ 
cing many of imperfect development, and many, too, of a 
strength, a grandeur, a higher beauty than the latter. The ; 
laws by which they arc governed are similar. A sterile 
soil may stunt, adverse winds may bend, an uncongenial 
clime may blight; but in the dwarfed or crooked tree, and 
in tire ignorant or embittered soul, we may discern the germ 
of what ‘-'might have been”'—the Ideal. l. g. 

ONE HUSDKE1) VE,UIS AGO. 

'One hundred years ago there was no.t a single white man 
In Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana, or Illinois Territories. Then, 
what is now the most flourishing part of America, was as 
little known as the country round the Mountains of the 
Moon. It was not until 1769, that the hunter of Kentuc¬ 
ky, the gallant and adventurous Boone, left his home in 
North Carolina to beeorae the first settler of Kentucky. 
The first pioneer of Ohio did not settle till twenty years 
after that time. A hundred years ago Canada belonged to 
Prance, and the whole population of the United States did 
not exceed a million and a half of people. A hundred 
years ago the great Frederick of Prussia was performing 
those great exploits which have made him immortal in 
military annals, and with his little monarchy was sustain¬ 
ing a single-handed contest with Russia, Austria, and 
France, the three great powers of Europe combined. A 
hundredyears ago the United States were the most loyal part 
of the British Empire, and on the political horizon no speck 
indicated the struggles which within a score of years there¬ 
after established the greatest republic of the world. A 


hundred years ago there were but four newspapers in 
America ; steam engines had not been imagined, and" rail¬ 
roads and telegraphs had not entered into the remotest 
conceptions of man. When we come to look back at it 
through the vista of history, we find that the century which 
has passed has been allotted to more important eveuts, in 
their bearing upon the happiness of the world, than almost 
any other which has elapsed since the creation. A hun¬ 
dred years hence, what will be the developments ?—Life 
Illustrated. 


WEARING OUT AND RUSTING OUT’. 

“A late citizen of Hartford, hoving retired from business 
with a competency, felt the want of regular of employment, 
and adopted a judicious plan to secure it. After making 
provision for his children, ho used his spare income, not in 
venturing on new speculations, but in furthering and sup¬ 
porting favorite schemes of benevolence. By superintend¬ 
ing the application of his public charities, he furnished 
himself with noble and useful occupation, in which both 
mind and body had a share. Let the aged follow his ox- 
ample : nay, let all the unemployed follow it, and thus 
keep their body from rusting. The mind if properly exer¬ 
cised, does not grow old with the body, and the latter need 
not decay so fast as it does. There is no greater enemy to 
the health of both parts of the system, than idleness—we 
were going to say ; hut there is, in the absurd sensitiveness 
to a false sentiment, that compels to idleness, when the hu¬ 
man being craves activity. 

“We do not hesitate to say, that this false sentiment has 
slain its thousands and tens of thousands in this land, and 
that its slaughter, has been most terrific among women. 
The woman who does not labor—rich and honored though 
sho he —bears on her head the inevitable curse of Heaven. 
The curse works in her failing health, in her fading beauty, 
in her fretful temper, in her days devoured l v ennui. Let 
her not dare to think that because she has no domestic cir¬ 
cle to care for, she is free from the law meant to bo uni¬ 
versal. Let her not dare to quail before the judgment of 
some shallow fop or frivolous fair one, when she can find 
employment for her mental and physical faculties. Let 
her not be afraid of the sneers of the brainless and imperti¬ 
nent, who would insult any woman who should walk out 
not attired in splendid silks, when it was known she could 
afford it She has a higher duty to porform, setting aside 
that to Heaven—a duty to herself. Unemployed powers 
waste away with frightful rapidity. We have not seldom 
seen women of fourscore whose active frames and perfect 
intellects have been said to show ‘the triumph of spirit over 
matter, 5 whose power of enjoyment were uudiminished. 
Bat never did we see one thus, whose life had been an idle 
one; such were sure to sink into idiocy, long before nature 
should have been worn out. Consider this, women who are 
ashamed of being known to labor, because you do not need 
to do so! You do need it; the neglect is at your peril. 
Disease, imbecility, disgrace, threaten you if you are de¬ 
terred from obeying the great law of nature—through fear 
of the laughter of fools.” 

Curious Calculation. —The vast number of inhabitants 
who do live and have lived upon the face of the earth, ap¬ 
pears, at first sight, to defy the powers of calculation. But 
if we suppose the world to have existed six thousand years; 
that there now exists one thousand millions; that a genera¬ 
tion passes away in thirty years: that every past genera¬ 
tion averages the present; and that four individuals may 
stand on one square yard, we find that the whole number 
will not occupy a compass so great as one fourth the exteut 
of England. Allowing six thousand years since the crea¬ 
tion, and a generation to pass away in thirty years, we 
shall have'two hundred generations, wliieh,at one thousand 
millions each, will he two hundred thousand millions, which 
being derided by four persons to a square yard, will leave 
fifty thousand millions of square yards; there are, in a 
square mile, three millions, ninety-seven thousand, six hun¬ 
dred square yards; by which, if the former sum be divid¬ 
ed, it will give sixteen thousand one hundred and thirty- 
three square miles, the root of which in whole numbers is 
about oue hundred and twenty-seven, so that one hundred 
and twen ty-seven square miles will be found sufficient to 
contain the immense and almost ineonceivable number of 
two hundred thousand millions of human beings. 


YOUR GOLDEN DAYS. 

‘When I was a boy at school, I was not so industrious as 
| might have been. It was often hard work to give up nr 
‘play in the evenings to attend to my ‘lessons.’ Sometimes 
when I appeared before the schoolmaster, I could not repea 
either my geography, or grammar. Very kindly did tbi 
master remonstrate with me, bnt the kind and gentle reproo 
of my good mother had the deepest effect upon me. Be 
tween a quarter and half a century have passed since she saic 
to me, ‘Thomas, these are your Golden Days, yon will nevei 
have snch opportunities as now.’ Thank God for a gooc 
| mother. I still seem to feel her gentle hand, aud hear hei 
sweet voice. Her words have followed me all along the jour 
ney of life. They have been a blessing to me, and I there¬ 
fore repeat them for the good of others. Boys! love your 
mothers. They had many sleepless nights while you wen 
helpless babes. Support and comfort them in their declining 

years.” . 

THE HAIR. 

The use of oils, of pomatums, or greaso of any kind, if 
ruinous to the hair of man or woman. We consider it a fil¬ 
thy practice, almost universal though it be, for it gathen 
du* and dirt, and soils wherever it touches. Nothing bui 
pure soft water should ever he allowed on the heads of chil 
dren. It is a different practice that robs our women of theii 
most beautiful ornament, long before their prime. The 
hair of our daughters should be kept within two inohes, un¬ 
til their twelfth year.— Hall’s Journal of Health. 

Calling in the Devil. —One of the inconveniences o 
calling in the devil to one’s aid is, that when one has dom 
with him, he won’t always take his departure. If we delib 
erately set about degrading whole races of men, either by 
tryannising over them, or allowing them to tyrannise, w< 
must hot be surprised or annoyed if the slaves do not be 
come self-reliant, truthful and enorgetic, and the master 
just, humane and discreet, whenever we choose to cbangi 
our own policy .—Evening Post. 

Praises are valuable only when they come from lips tha 
have the courage to coudemn. 


Very few practice charity, but almost everybody seems t< 
think he can afford to give it a good word. 
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THE PEINCIPIA. 


Junction; and the secessionists in Alexandria are loudly 
boasting to day that they will soon be relieved by the ad¬ 
vance of rebel troops from Richmond. The government, 
howevor, is prepared at all points, to check any forward 
movements of the enemy. 

TUESDAY, 33d. 

Queen Victoria's Proclamation of neutrality between ‘ the 
United States of America” and “certain States styling them¬ 
selves the Confederate States of America/' is dated May 13ih 
and was issued the 15th. Its language seems well adap ted to 
express the idea of neutrality, and we trust it will be carried 
out in good faith, by the British Government. 

From the seat of the War there is no decisive news. Aside 
from anticipations and speculations, we find little except mi¬ 
nor details. It is believed that "only the Monticello, and two 
small single gun-boats are now at Setoall's Point, and the re¬ 
port of a second attack on it, is discredited. The Minnesota is 
believed to be at Charleston, (S. C.) ‘ The border State Con¬ 
vention” at Frankfort (Ky.) “attracts little attention.” We 
pass over the confident statements of newspaper correspond¬ 
ents who affect to be in possession of the plans of the Cabinet, 
and the determinations of the President, 

We think those dignitaries are in the habit of keeping their 
own military secrets, even from newspaper correspondents, 
and, in this matter, we commend them. Gen. Butler has re¬ 
turned to Portress Monroe. Virginia troops, opposite Wil¬ 
liamsport, are said to be reduced, by desertions, to about 400 
men. 

Col. Wilcox had, on Sunday, given the citizens of Alexan¬ 
dria eighteen hundred passes to leave the place. 

Major Beckwith, of the Commissary Department, has con¬ 
verted the basement of the Capitol into an immense bakery, 
for preparing bread for the troops. 

The writ of habeas corpus issued by Chief JU3tice Taney, 
for the body of John Merriman, was returnable at noon to¬ 
day. Gen. Cadwallader, in bis reply, says the prisoner is 
charged with treason, and that he is authorized by President 
Lincoln to suspend the writ of habeas corpus in his ease. He 
requests Judge Tauey to postpone action in the case till in¬ 
structions from the President are received. The Chief Jus¬ 
tice thereupon issued a writ against Cen. Cadwallader. 

Two of the enemy's pickets were yesterday captured by a rc- 
connoitering party, which went out from Alexandria in the 
direction of "the Fairfax Court-house, and brought to Washing¬ 
ton. One of them, it is stated, confirms the report, that on Satur¬ 
day, a considerable body of the rebels advanced towards Ar¬ 
lington Heights, but be says they found it prudent to retire 
again, when they ascertained the movements of the Federal 
troops. The reconnoitering party which captured these 
scouts, when some miles distant from Alexandria, came upon 
a company of rebel cavalry, drawD up in line, but had no col¬ 
lision with them. A parson who arrived in Washington yes¬ 
terday from Richmond, by way of Manassas Gap, states that 
the traiD on which he traveled, brought to the Gap one thous¬ 
and South Carolina troops, and that the number of the rebel 
force stationed there was estimated at 5000 only. They are toler¬ 
ably well armed and equipped, and were engaged in throwing 
up intrenchmcnts, in anticipation of an attack, and in the be¬ 
lief that the Federal troops would attempt a movement on 
Harper’s Ferry by that route. Where is General Cocke? 
There are continual reports of encounters between our pick¬ 
ets and rebel scouts. Rumor predicts a speedy advance of 
Beauregard to retake Alexandria, with an army more or less 
numerous. Many of the inhabitants are quietly moving from 
the towD, and going southward. 

The Quaker City took a prize worth §100,000 yesterday 
It is the bark Winifred, of Richmond, from Rio Janeiro, the 
principal part of the cargo being coffee. She also captured a 
schooner with a valuable cargo. They will be taken to New 
York. 

Three more prizes were yesterday reported to the Prize 
OommUioners—two schooners laden with tobacco, valued at 
$160,000, and one of salt, value not stated. 

Col. John C. Fremont has been appointed a Major-General. 
Gov. Banks will be tendered a Brigadier-Generalship, and 
then be detailed to the Bereau of the Quartermaster-General. 

Western Virginia. —An important movement is dow being 
executed upon Western Virginia. The commander of the col¬ 
umn, and the number of the troops cannot, with propriety, be 
stated. It is not, however, upon Harper’s Ferry, which will 
probably-come iuto our possession by flank movements of 
other oolumns, moving upon other points. 

The Wheeling Convention is to be held on the 11th of June 
not the 4th, as stated. Counties were requested in the ad¬ 
dress, to elect delegates on the 4th. A number of counties 
east of the Alleghanies, including Alexandria and Fairfax, as 
well as all west, will be represented. 

The Slave-pen Cavalry captured at Alexandria, remain at 
the Navy-Yard on board a steamer. They don’t talk like 


enemies. They declare they were greatly mistaken in the 1 
feeling of the North. 

Col. Tyler, of the First Connecticut Regiment, has been i 
appointed brigadier-general. He was formerly in the re¬ 
gular army. He now commands the three Connecticut! 
regiments at Washington. 

The Captain of a Slaver Arrested.-\Jnited States Marshal 
Murray made an arrest yesterday in the person of Captain j 
David R.Miller, of the bark Sarah. Miller was arrested, on | 
the affidavit of a young man «hom he had engaged to go in 
the vess 1, and to whom, just before sailing, he disclosed the 
true mission upon which the ship was to proceed. The 
young man not having bargained for anything of the sort, 
declined going. Upon information being received at the 
office, Marshal Murray promtly arrested the captain detain¬ 
ed the bark. Upon examination the articles were found 
with the signature David Reed, captain, instead of David 
Reed Miller, which is the captain’s real name. Tne cargo 
of the vessel was found to be of a condemnatory character. 
The case was put down for a hearing yesterday but was 
postponed. It will probably co.tno up in a day or two. 

WEDNESDAY »9tfc. 

The morning daily papers continue to bring us their ac¬ 
customed quantity of news announcements, which, on in¬ 
spection, turn out as usual, to he chiefly speculation and 
rumors. Something, however, may be gleaned and guessed 
from them. The N. Y. Times thus summarizes the sub¬ 
stance of them. 

Further important movements, by way of strengthening 
the positions occupied by the Federal troops in Virginia, 
are reported to have occurred at the seat of war, within the 
last twenty-four hours. The Seventy-First Regiment of 
New York, yesterday, left their quarters at the Washing¬ 
ton Navy Yard, and proceeded down the river, and it was 
reported that their destination was Acquia Creek, but this 
report proves to have been incorrect. They proceeded to 
Alexandria, to support the Michigan Regiment and the Fire 
Zouaves, making a force of three thousand men there, be¬ 
sides a battery of flying artillery. The Government has 
made arrangements to put the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad in operation again, which will greatly facilitate 
the transportation of Army material, preparatory to a de¬ 
monstration in the direction of Manassas Gap Junction, 
where the rebel forces are entrenching themselves, and in¬ 
creasing their numbers. The command of the Federal 
troops in Virginia, was yesterday vested in Brig.-Gen. Mc¬ 
Dowell, of the regular Army,—Gen. Sandford being re¬ 
turned to his command of the New York forces in the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. 

We may expect soon to bear of a demonstration on Har¬ 
per’s Ferry, which will astonish the rebels there, notwith¬ 
standing their repeated boasts that they are ready for any 
force that may be sent against them, from whatever quar¬ 
ter. Gen. McClellan, commanding the Western Division 
of the Federal Army, with his headquarters at Cincinnati, 
will move in the direction of the Ferry,—it was expected 
in Washington that he would move yesterday, —with h force 
that will certainly overcome all opposition. As we yes¬ 
terday stated, however, there is no doubt that the attack 
will be made at all accessible points at the same time In 
anticipation of an attack from the direction of the Relay 
House, the rebels at the Point of Rocks, have thrown down 
across the track of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, and 
into the Canal, a large mass known as Ballman’s Rock— 
thus interrupting the passage of freight trains, and necessi¬ 
tating a change of cars for passengers. 

The rebi-ls on the Potomac still threaten Williamsport, 
their camp having been reenforced on Monday night, by 
five hundred men and four field pieces. Their camp, how¬ 
ever, is in a very unsafe position, being in a bend of the 
river, where their supply of provisions, and their retreat, 
might both be out off. 

Advices from Fortress Monroe, indicate that Gen. Butler 
is rapidly putting himself in a position to prosecute offen¬ 
sive operations on a large scale. He on Monday dispatched 
five transports, having on board twenty-five hundred troops 
and convoyed by the Harriet Lane, to New Port News,where 
the troops lauded and entrenched themselves. This is an 
important movement, as it gives him the mouth of the 
James River, only about six miles from Hampton. 

The Government has ascertained, on undoubted authority, 
that it is the intention of the rebel loader, Van Dorn, who 
has lately taken such an active part in Texas against the 
UnioD, to invade New Mexico at the head of fourteen com¬ 
panies of .cavalry, five of infantry and one of artillery. The 
Federal force now in New-Mexieo, numbers some "fifteen 
hundred men, and it remains to be seen, now that they must 
have a knowledge of the movements and intentions of the 
rebels, whether they will allow themselves to be captured 
with as much ease as were their comrades in Texas. 

The Correspondent of the Times, under date of Washing¬ 
ton May 27, says, 

. The refusal of Gen. Butler to deliver up fugitive slaves 
marks a new era in the history of the war, and it is con¬ 
fidently expected here, by intelligent men, that its effect 
will he to drive Slavery out of Virginia. Let it be once 
understood that no more slaves are “to be delivered up” 


while Virginia maintains an attitude of hostility to the 
Government, and the slaveholders in a body will’make a 
stampede for the Southwest, such as the agents of the un¬ 
derground railroad never started in the opposite direction. 
A Virginia slaveholder who resides here, expresses the 
opinion that Slavery will be speedily cleaned out from 
Northern Virginia by this process, and although he will he 
among those who will be Forced to move his slaves South, 
or permit them to go North, he is unqualified in theexpres- 
of opinion that it will redound to the welfare of the 
State. 

It is quite evident that there can be no depmdeucc placed 
on the loyalty of Virginia until she gets rid of the bulk of 
her slave population, and it will he ,a fortunate event if the 
exigencies of war compel measures which may result in a 
general exodus of the slaves, with the most malignant of 
their owners, from all the counties within seventy-five or a 
hundred miles of the capital. The lower counties of Mary¬ 
land, which contain a large slave population are as disloy¬ 
al to the Uuion as Virginia,and it will be well togivo them 
a fright also, by confiscating a few hundred slaves. The 
liberation of two or three thousand slaves, and their trans¬ 
portation to Africa, at the present time, would change the 
whole character of Eastern Virginia and Maryland within 
six months, and in place of their present disloyal popula- 
tion, we should have the capital of the Nation surrounded 
by a dense white population in a very short period of time. 

[Transportation to Africa ! Is there to he no end to this 
nonsense ? A transportation of their masters would be sen¬ 
sible, in the comparison.] 

“ The Border Slate Convention” at Frankfort, (Ky.) is at 
work at the old “Compromise” humbug again. 

“ Mr. Wickliffe’s resolution for the appointment of a 
Committee to consider the subject for which the Conven¬ 
tion was called was adopted, and also Mr Crittenden’s orig¬ 
inal amendment proposed to the Senate of the United States 
with such amendments as will secure the Slave States just 
and equal rights under the Constitution.” 

Two Thousand Ohio troops have entered Virginia at 
Parkersburg, and taken possession of the Northwestern Vir¬ 
ginia Railroad For eighty miles toward Grafton, while an¬ 
other large force has crossed near Wheeling, and is moving 
for the same destination.— World. 

Sewell’s Point. —The report of a second shelling of the 
entrenchment at Sewell’s point, turns out to have been a 
fabrication. 

Persons recently from Kentucky say that the six Western 
counties are as hot with the Secession fever as South Caro¬ 
lina ever was, and that mob-law and terrorism sweep ever- 
thing before them. The rest of the State is either quiescent 
or actively loyal. 

Troops from farther South are hurrying to Richmond as 
rapidly as possible, and great trepidation exists there. They 
are preparing as well as possible for the expected attack, 
but their spirits do not appear to be so high as they were 
some time since.— Tribune. 

John Bell, it is said, apologizes for his late secession 
speech, which he says, was caused, “not by his convictions 
or sympathies, hut by his haring been thrown off his guard, 
by a too generous indulgence in the cup!” 

A new levy of 100,000 troops is announced. 

A very important movement in the Valley of the Missis¬ 
sippi will shortly be inaugurated from Cairo. The force 
employed will be sufficient to overcome all resistance. 

A Slave insurrection, had been projected in Arkansas, nud 
one white man and three negroes have been hanged. 

THURSDAY, 30th. 

Dispatches from the seat of war show evident progress, 
and signs of approaching collision between the belligerent 
forces, unless there should be a retreat of the Rebels. Gen. 
McClellan, in command of two Ohio Regiments, has entered 
Western Virginia, the force at Chambersburg apparently 
threatens Harper’s Ferry. Gen. Butler, at Fort Monroe 
has sent a force to occupy Newport News, a commanding 
point above Hampton, On James River. 

Before crossing the' Ohio River, Gen. McClellan issued 
a Proclamation to the people of Western Virginia, in which 
he says: 

“Notwithstanding all that has been said by the traitors to 
induce you to believe our advent among you will be signal¬ 
ized by an interference with your slaves, understand one 
thing clearly; not only will we abstain from all such inter¬ 
ference, but we will, on the contrary, with an iron hand, 
crush any attempt at insurrection on their part,” 

What madness! “The Almighty has no attributes that 
j could take sides with us in such a contest." Is the Govern- 
| ment and the Nation ready for the onset. ? Are they strong® 1 " 

I than He ? 




